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What is claimed is: 



l.j An apparatus for retrieving information from a site 
on\a network, said apparatus comprising: 

\ a storage device having prestored therein various 
information about predetermined one or more sites and 
searah information for calling up the sites; 

a display device; 

an operator unit ; and 

a Wocessor device coupled with said storage device, 
said display device and said operator unit, said processor 
device being adapted to: 

read out the information stored in said storage 
device ; \ 

cause the read-out information to be displayed on 
said displayy device; 

transmit, when a predetermined item of information 
is selected from among the information displayed on said 
display device\ in response to an operation of said operator 
unit, the search information corresponding to the selected 
item of information to the network; and 

receive information supplied from a particular one 
of the sites, \via the network, in response to the 
transmitted search information. 



2. An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 

processor device further adapted to cause the 

information received from the particular site to be 
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displayed on said display device. 

3 . An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 

storage device has stored therein display program 
information \for providing a visual display content 
identical or similar to a Web page for each of the sites 
and address information for calling up the Web page of 
each of the siVtes , and 

wherein said processor device first causes a visual 
display content \iden1sical/ / or similar to the Web page for 
one of the site^ ^ley(ed in response to an operation of 
said operation unit Wo be displayed on said display device, 
without accessing network, on the basis of readout of 

the display program information stored in said storage 
device, and then, w^en a predetermined item of information 
is selected from am^ng the information displayed on said 
display device in response to an operation of said operator 
unit, transmits, as Vthe search information, the address 
information of the WeA page corresponding to the selected 
predetermined item of \ information to the network, to 
thereby establish a connection with one of the sites on 
the network which corresponds to the transmitted address 
information . 



a net* 



A methoik for retrieving information from a site on 
;work, said method comprising: 
a step of distributing in advance, to a client, a 
storage medium naving prestored therein various information 
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about \ predetermined one or more sites and search 
informaJtion for calling up the sites; 

a Istep of reading out stored information from said 
storage \ medium distributed to the client and causing the 
read-outl stored information to be displayed on a display 
device ; \ 

a step o, caus ing a user to seXect an o* 

information from among the information displayed on said 
display device ; 

a step of, when a predetermined item of information 
is selected, transmitting the search information 
corresponding to the selected item of information to the 
network ; and^ 

a step \ of receiving information supplied from a 
particular one^ of the sites via the network in response to 
the transmitted search information, 



5. A method as claimed in claim 4 which further 

comprising a step of causing the information received from 
the particular sate to be displayed on said display 
device . 



6. A computer program comprising a group of instructions 
for causing a computer to perform a method for retrieving 
information from a ^site on a network, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

reading out store^V information from a storage medium 
having prestored therein various information about 



T 
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predetermined one or more sites and search information for 
calling up \ the sites and causing the read-out stored 
information to be displayed on a display device, without 



accessing the\ network; 

causing a user to select an item of information from 
among the information displayed on said display device; 

transmitting, when a predetermined item of information 
is selected, the search information corresponding to the 
selected item of information to the network; and 

receiving ^information supplied from a particular one 
of the sites \ via the network in response to the 
transmitted search information. 



S.-J 

hi 
O 



A computed program as claimed in claim 6 wherein said 
rLdpmpi 



method furthe 



>mprising a step of causing the information 



received from Vthe particular site to be displayed on said 
display device 



8. A computer program as claimed in claim 6 wherein said 
storage mediurik Ka^ stored therein display program 

g a visual display content 
a Web page for each of the sites 
or calling up the Web page of 
each of the sites , M and 

wherein said| step of reading out causes the visual 
display content identical or similar to the Web page for 



information fo 
identical or siml 
and address inf<5: 




selected one 



the sites to be displayed on said 



display device, without accessing the network, on the basis 



\ 
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of readout of the display program information stored in 
said storage m&dium, and 

wherein whetn the^pf edetermined item of information is 
selected by s,^d^js^ep ,of causing, said step of transmitting 
transmits, /a^^^^the \earch information, the address 
informatidn ©f the W^fe-^page corresponding to the selected 
predeterminedU item of information to the network, to 
thereby establish a connection with one of the sites on 
the network which corresponds to the address information . 

9. \. A machine -readable storage medium containing a group 
of instructions to cause said machine to perform a method 
for retrieving information from a site on a network, said 
method comprising the steps of : 

reading out stored information from a memory having 
prestored Ntherein various information about predetermined 
one or more sites and search information for calling up 
the sites and causing the read-out stored information to 
be displayed Qn a display device, without accessing the 
network; 

causing a us^er to select an item of information from 
among the information displayed on said display device; 

transmitting, \hen a predetermined item of information 
is selected, the search information corresponding to the 
selected item of information to the network; and 

receiving information supplied from a particular one 
of the sites via the network in response to the 
transmitted search information. 
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achine- readable storage medium as claimed in 
£in said method further comprising a step of 
formation received from the particular site 



layed on said display device, 



machine -readable storage medium as claimed in 
claim 9 wherein said memory has stored therein display 
program information for providing a visual display content 

i^t^ oV slmllar to . Meb page for eaoh o £ t„e . lt .. 

and address \ information for calling up the Web page of 
each of the \sites, and 

wherein said step of reading out causes the visual 
display content identical or similar to the Web page for 
a selected one of the sites to be displayed on said 
display device. Without accessing the network, on the basis 
of readout of the display program information stored in 
said storage medium, and 

wherein when^the predetermined item of information is 
selected by said step of causing, said step of transmitting 
transmits, as tkp search information, 



\ 



the 



address 



information of the Web page corresponding to the selected 



\ 



predetermined item of information to the network, to 



\ 



thereby establish a connection with one of the sites on 



\ 




the network which corresponds to the address information. 

13. A machine -readable storage medium containing program 
nformation for displaying a pseudo Web page and a group 
of aata accompanying said program information, said program 
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information and said group of data being read out from 
said storage medium when a method for displaying the pseudo 
Web page is performed by the machine, 

wherein sai^d program information comprises information 
for providing pseudo Web pages identical or similar to Web 
pages for one or more predetermined sites on a network, 
and 

said group of data includes search information for 
calling up real wieb pages from the predetermined sites, 




13. A machine -readable storage medium as claimed in 

claim 12 wherein said method for displaying the pseudo Web 
page includes : 

a step of displaying a pseudo Web page on the basis 
of said program information without accessing the network; 
and 

a step of,/ wkilje^ the pseudo Web page is being 
displayed in ac9q^dan\e with a predetermined instruction, 
obtaining a ^?^al\ Web page from one of the predetermined 
sites on the network by use of the search information 

\ 

accompanying said program information. 



14. A machine -readable storage medium as claimed in 

claim 12 wherein said program information includes a 
program for selling products that can be sold at the 
predetermined sites 



15. A machine -readable storage medium as claimed in 



# 
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claim 12 wherein said program information includes a 
program showing a procedure necessary for obtaining 
information that is obtainable from the predetermined 
sites . 



. A method for selling or distributing a product or 
information via a network, said method comprising: 

a step of distributing in advance, to a client, a 
psetfdo display program identical or similar to at least a 
portion of a display program at a Web site for selling or 
distriput ¥hg a pr&diict <yt information; 

a ^tep ot raised owning the Web site by means of a 



computer 



of the olient using tliS^-pseudo display program 
X>y/ said step of distributing, without 
f ' the network; and 



distributed 
intervention 

a st^PiAbf actually connecting to the Web site via the 



network 



redetermined stage in the course of execution 



of the pseudbX display program and then going forward with 



a procedure 1 for selling or distributing the product or 
information in accordance with a visual presentation based 
on the display program supplied by the Web site* 



17. A method a^v claimed in claim 16 which further 

comprises a step of flowing a portion of the product or 
information to be sold or distributed in the course of the 



procedure for selling. 



distributing the product or 



information, and wherein \pn^y a portion of the product or 
information can be sold ©redistributed by the Web site. 
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18. \ A method as claimed in claim 17 wherein said product 
or \information is musical composition data, and a portion 
of a^ musical composition data file of a music piece can be 
sold \ or distributed by the Web site. 



\ 

\ 



19. ^ A computer program comprising a group of 
instructions for causing a computer to perform a method for 
selling \ or distributing a product or information via a 
network, \said method comprising: 

a stW> of distributing in advance, to a client, a 
pseudo display program identical or similar to at least a 
portion of \a\ display program at a Web site for selling or 
distributing V Ipnoduc^: or information; 

a step ofYfaljeely displaying the Web site by means of 
a computer of \uie\ x client executing the pseudo display 
program distributed IdV said step of distributing, without 
intervention o^ the network; and 

a step of ^ctually connecting to the Web site via the 
network at a predetermined stage in the course of execution 
of the pseudo display program and then going forward with 
a procedure for selling or distributing the product or 
information in accordance with a visual presentation based 
on the display program supplied by said Web site. 



20. A computer program as claimed in claim 19 which 

further comprises a \ step of allowing a portion of the 
product or information to be sold or distributed in the 
course of the procedure for selling or distributing the 
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product v or information, and wherein only a portion of the 
product or information can be sold or distributed by the 
Web site. 

21. A computer program as claimed in claim 20 wherein 

said product or information is musical composition data, 
and a portion of a musical composition data file of a 
music piece can be sold or distributed by the Web site. 



22. An information retrieval system for searching for 

information and delivering the searched- for information via 
a network, said\ information retrieval system comprising: 
a server apparafti 



comprising: 

a s torage^ device \^toring--therein information to be 
supplied in response! to /se&^ch information; and 

a processor\ d^f^ce coupled with said storage device 
and adapted to : 

receive \ search information supplied via the 

network; 

read out, from said storage device, information 



\ 



corresponding to the received search information; and 



and 



output the read-out information to the network; 



a client apparatus comprising: 

a memory storing therein information to be displayed 



A 



in response to search information; 
a display device ; 
an operator unit; and\ 
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a processor device coupled with said memory, said 
display device and said operator unit, said processor 
device| being adapted to: 

read out the information stored in said memory; 
cause the read-out information to be displayed on 
said display device; 

transmit, when a predetermined item of 
information is selected from among the information 
displayed on said display device in response to an 
operation^ of said operator unit, the search information 
corresponding to the selected item of information to the 



network; and 




read out from said storage 
apparatus, via the network, in 
d search information . 



An information retrieval system as claimed in claim 
22 wherein the \information to be supplied stored in said 
storage device^ of said server apparatus includes at least 
display program information for providing a Web page, and 
wherein the information to be displayed stored in said 
memory of said \client apparatus includes display program 
information of a pseudo Web page for providing a visual 
display content identical or similar to the Web page. 

\^4.l An information retrieval system as claimed in claim 
12 wherein said storage device of said server apparatus 
stores therein one or more items of the information to be 
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supplied, and 

wherein said processor device of said client apparatus 
is further adapted to: 

select a portion of one item of information to be 
supplied A in response to an operation of said operator 
unit ; and\ 

obtain the selected portion of one item of 
inf ormation\ to be supplied, from said server apparatus via 
the network. 

^tion retrieval system as claimed in claim 
one item of information to be supplied is 
jition data file of a music piece, and a 
portion of \\the musical composition data file can be 
selected and V eceived from said server apparatus 

(\W 26\ A computer- readable storage medium containing a file 
/ \^ u B U sed by a computer of a client so that the client 
can receive a desired item from a server via a network, 
said file including: 

a\ plurality of items of specifying information each 
specifying one of a limited plurality of items that are 
among all items capable of being supplied by said server; 
and 

a plurality of items of display information each 
indicative \of a display object that shows one of the 
limited plurality of items, 

wherein each of the items of specifying information 
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and display information is described in a link-enabling 
format, and <?ach of the items of specifying information 
and/or a visual presentation of the display object are 
linked with an address in said server. 



27 



A computer -readable storage medium as claimed in 



claim 26 wherein each of the items capable of being 
supplied by said server is a product or information, and 



is\ 



said file is\ used when the client desires to cause the 
computer to perform a procedure for ordering a desired 



product or information from said server, 



28. A compu 

claim 26 where 
peculiar displa; 
the corresp 



29. 




storage medium as claimed in 
of the display objects has a 
brresponding to a characteristic of 



A computer-readable storage medium as claimed in 



claim 26 wherein further information indicative of a 
display object f^r a network search is described in said 
file in a link-enabling format, and a visual presentation 
of the display object for the network search is linked 
with a Web address for effecting the network search. 



30. A computer ^readable storage medium as claimed in 

claim 26 wherein \further information indicative of a 
display object for a version upgrade is described in said 



file in a link-enablrng format, and a visual presentation 



5 1} 

I a ! 



of the display 
with a Web ad 
file. 
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otftjejzx for the version upgrade is linked 
:or downloading updated contents of said 



$1 




A method fqr a user to access a server on a network 
to order a product from the server, said method 
comprising: 

a first step of reading out a predetermined file by 
means of a computer of the user without accessing the 
network, said predetermined file including a plurality of 
items of specifying information each specifying one of a 

of products that are among all products 
capable of being .ordered f^om said server and a plurality 
of items of di'splay information each indicative of a 
display object that ynows one of the limited plurality of 
product s , each 



limited plurality 



display information 




ifems of specifying information and 
described in a link- enabling 



format, each of the\ items of specifying information and/or 



a visual presentation of the display object being linked 
with an address ojf a screen for ordering a corresponding 
product from saidl server; 

a second step of causing items of the specifying 
information and/or the display objects to be displayed on 



a display device , 
read out by said 



on the basis of the predetermined file 
first step; 



a third step lof allowing a selection of the items of 



specifying information and/or the display objects displayed 



on said display device; and 
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/ 

a fourth step of requesting said server to supply a 
screen of the address /linked with the item of specifying 
information and/or the display object selected by said 
third step, obtaining/ the screen, and then causing said 
display device to display, on the basis of the screen, a 
screen for ordering a^ product corresponding to the selected 
item of specifying information and/or the display object 
from said server, 

wherein after I said fourth step, a procedure for 
ordering the product is carried out by accessing said 
server via the network. 



32. A machine -readable storage medium containing a group 
of instructions toj cause said machine to perform a method 
for a user to access a server on a network to order a 
product from the 
a first step 



server, said method comprising: 
of reading out a predetermined file by 



means of a computer of the user without accessing the 
network, said predetermined file including a plurality of 
items of specifying information each specifying one of a 
limited plurality of products that are among all products 
capable of beingj ordered from said server and a plurality 
of items of display information each indicative of a 
display object that shows one of the limited plurality of 
products, each of the items of specifying information and 
display information being described in a link- enabling 
format, each of Ithe items of specifying information and/or 
a visual presentation of the display object being linked 



♦ 
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with an address of a screen for ordering a corresponding 
product from said server; 

a second step of causing items of the specifying 
information and/or the display objects to be displayed on 
a display device, on the /basis of the predetermined file 

/ 

read out by said first step; 

/ 

a third step of allowing a selection of the items of 
specifying information ^and/or the display objects displayed 
on said display device; and 

a fourth step of requesting said server to supply a 
screen of the addres^ linked with the item of specifying 
information and/or /the display object selected by said 



third step, obtaining the screen, and then causing said 
display device to display, on the basis of the screen, a 
screen for ordering a product corresponding to the selected 

item of specifying information and/or the display object 

/ 

from said server t j 

wherein after said fourth step, a procedure for 
ordering the product is carried out by accessing said 
server via the / network . 



33. An apparatus for a user to access a server on a 

network to order a product from the server, said apparatus 
comprising: 

a stora'ge medium storing therein a predetermined file 



or 



including a 



plurality of items of specifying information 



each specifying one of a limited plurality of products that 
are among all products capable of being ordered from said 
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server and a plurality of Items of display information each 
indicative of a display object that shows one of the 
limited plurality of products, each of the items of 
specifying information and display information being 
described in a link-enabling format, each of the items of 
specifying information and/pr a visual presentation of the 

display object being linked with an address of a screen 

/ 

for ordering a corresponding product from said server; 
a display device; j 
an operator unit; and 

a processor device coupled with said storage medium, 
said display device anci said operator unit, said processor 
device being adapted jto: 

read out the / predetermined file from said storage 
medium; j 

cause items o'f the specifying information and/or the 

/ 

display objects to ^be displayed on said display device, on 
the basis of the read-out predetermined file; 

allow a j selection of the items of specifying 
information and/or the display objects displayed on said 
display device, / in response to an operation of said 
operator unit ; 

request^ said server to supply a screen of the 
address linked with the selected item of specifying 
information and/or display object, obtain the screen, and 
then cause said display device to display, on the basis of 



the obtained 



screen, a screen for ordering a product 



corresponding v to the selected item of specifying 
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information and/or display object from said server; and 

carry out, after the screen for ordering the 
product is displayed on said display device, a procedure 
for ordering the product by accessing said server via the 
network. 

34 . A computer -readable storage medium storing therein 

a file for use in a product / order method in which a user 



proceeds from a product -specifying screen to a procedure 
for ordering the product when the user desires to order 
the product by accessing a server on a network, 

wherein a plurality o4 items of specifying information 
each specifying one of j a plurality of products and a 
plurality of items of display information each indicative 
of a related display c/bject are each described in said 
file in a link-enabling format, 

the related display objects have at least first and 
second display modes , 

each of the items of specifying information is 
allocated at least one/ of the related display objects which 
has one of said firsjt and second display modes, 

each of the items of specifying information allocated 
the related display /object having said first display mode 
specifies one of a /limited plurality of products that are 
among all products / capable of being ordered by accessing 
said server, 

a visual presentation of the related display object 



having said first 



display mode is linked with an address 




* 
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of the product -specifying screen / that shows the product 
specified by the item of / specifying information 
corresponding to the related display object. 



/ 



a visual presentation of/ the related display object 



having said second display mode is linked with a particular 



/ 



directory in said storage /medium, and 



the product specified by the specifying information 
allocated the related ^display object having said second 
display mode is recorded under the particular directory. 




